
Dear Metropolitan and Capital Region Community, 
 
It is with very heavy hearts that we announce that our 
2020 Youth Summer Camp cannot go forward as it has 
over the last nine years. There are still so many 
unknowns about COVID-19 and after thoroughly 
reviewing this pandemic’s impact over the course of the 
last few months, weeks, and days, we realize that no 
amount of careful preparation or safety precaution could 
prevent a possible outbreak. We are simply not willing 
to possibly endanger or compromise the health of our 
campers and staff members. Thus, we are thoughtfully 
repurposing our 2020 Summer Outreach. 
 
We are committed to our community and are in firm 
belief that our youth and families still need us, so we will be providing free freshly prepared to-go meals for all 
youth of our community Monday through Friday during July and August. We are also in the beginning stages 
of formulating a free web-based/virtual enrichment schedule that youth will be able to take part in at home. We 
have engaged other community organizations to procure books and reading materials that will hopefully be 
available each day throughout the summer. We know that this cannot replace our face-to-face summer camp, 
but it is our hope that it will provide some relief during these unprecedented times. 
 
This summer was scheduled to be our 10th annual summer camp...can you believe it?! We started our camp 
ten years ago with a clear goal; to be a resource for our community by providing an affordable camp for parents 
and care takers and an amazing safe summer experience for our campers. For a decade we’ve been blessed to 
be able to do just that. We began ten years ago with 20 campers and 3 staff members as a two-week camp and 
we’ve been blessed to have grown to a camp that last year welcomed close to 265 campers over the course of 
the summer, employed 25+ staff members, provided over 35 full-tuition summer scholarships, and prepared 
over 6,000 freshly cooked meals over a 7-week period. Over 750 campers have attended our camp since its 
inception and we have watched campers come to us as 5-year-old kids who became employed by us as 14-year-
old junior counselors. To say the least, we have been blessed and we thank you, Metropolitan and Capital 
Region families for your commitment to our dream that became everyone’s reality. 
 
To all of our parents and caretakers, we say thank you. Thank you for allowing us the joy of experiencing your 
children and waking up each day during the summer with purpose and excitement. To all of our campers, 
thank you for your smiles, trust, and love. We are thinking of you and love you! You are amazing children who 
have purpose and will be successful, not because you attended our camp, but because you are resilient, 
adaptable, and determined to reach your goals. To Pastor Johnson, we say thank you for your consistent 
support, unwavering commitment, and love for the youth of the Capital Region!  

 
We’ll provide more details on this summer’s activities and we look forward to seeing you for Metro Youth 
Camp 2021! 
 
Stay safe and healthy, 

 
 
 

Reverend Michael-Aaron Poindexter, M.Div.  
Founding Camp Director | Minister of Community Life, Outreach, and Youth 


